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LYDIA DAEEAGH, OF THE EEVOLUTIOK 

BY HENRY DARRAGH. 

(Not related to her family.) 

[Note. — Her name was "Darragh," 1 and she was not related to the 
families of "Darrach" or "Darrah."] 

The account of her giving information to General Wash- 
ington at "White Marsh (during the winter of 1777-78) of 
the intended attack by the British forces was first published, 
about thirty-eight years after her death, in the American 
Quarterly Review, Vol. I. pp. 32-34 (1827). From this au- 
thority a number of slightly varying accounts have been 
printed, 2 but the following does not appear in any of the 
accounts heretofore presented. 

Family tradition states that " the house in which she re- 
sided, Second Street, below Spruce Street, was selected as a 
place of meeting for the British officers by her cousin, 
Lieutenant Barrington, who was an officer in General 
Howe's Army." 3 

Lydia Darragh was the daughter of John Barrington, and 
family tradition states that she met her husband, William 

1 "Will of Lydia Darragh, dated December 26, 1789 ; probated January 
8, 1790; recorded in Philadelphia Will Book U, p. 413, No. 168. 

2 Additional references : Hazard's " Register," Vol. I. p. 48 (1828) ; 
Watson's " Annals of Philadelphia," Vol. I. p. 411, Vol. II. pp. 327, 385, 
Vol. III. p. 265 ; " History of Philadelphia," by Scharf and Westcott, 
Vol. I. p. 368 ; Appleton's " Cyclopsedia of American Biography," Vol. 
II. p. 79; Historical Society of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
Sketches, 1895, " The Story of Lydia Darragh," by Margaret D. Bex ; 
Lossing's "Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolution," Vol. II. p. 301; 
St. Nicholas, February, 1898, p. 335, by H. A. Ogden, illustrated. 

3 " History of the Seventh Regiment of Foot, known as the Royal Reg- 
ment of Fusiliers." Said regiment formed a part of the army under Sir 
William Howe at Philadelphia. Lieutenant William Barrington (cap- 
tain, June, 1777) transferred to Seventieth Foot ; retired September 2, 
1779. 
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Darragh (the son of a clergyman), while he acted as tutor 
in the Barrington family. They were married, November 
2, 1753, at the Quaker Meeting in Sycamore Alley, Dublin, 
and sailed for America ; the date of their arrival, however, 
is unknown. 

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. 

" Wheeeas William Darragh of the City of Dublin and Lydia Bar- 
rington daughter of John Barrington of the same City 

" Having declared their Intentions of taking each other in Marriage 
before several Meetings of the People called Quakers in the said City of 
Dublin 

" According to the good Order used amongst them : Whose Proceed- 
ings therin, after a deliberate Consideration thereof, with Regard unto 
the Righteous Law of God, and Example of his People, 

" recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, (in that Case) were approved by 
the said Meetings, they appearing Clear of all others, and having Con- 
sent of her Parents & Relations concerned : 

" And their said Intentions having been twice published in the re- 
spective Meeting to which they belong, and nothing appearing to 
obstruct. 

" Now these are to Certify, all whom it may concern, that for the full 
accomplishing of their said Intentions, this Second Day of the Eleventh 
month (November) in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hun- 
dred and Fifty three they the said William Darragh and Lydia Bar- 
rington appeared in a publick Assembly of the aforesaid People met 
together to worship God, in their publick Meeting Place, at Sycamore 
Alley in Dublin aforesaid; and in a solemn Manner, He, the said 
William Darragh taking the said Lydia Barrington by the Hand, did 
openly declare as followeth. Friends You are my Witnesses that I take 
Lydia Barrington to be my Wife & I promise thro' the Assistance of 
divine Providence to be unto her a Faithful Loving Husband till God 
by Death doth us Separate. 

" And then and there, in the said Assembly, the said Lydia Barrington 
did in like Manner declare as followeth. Friends You are my Wit- 
nesses that I take William Darragh to be my husband, promising thro' 
divine Assistance to be unto him a Loving and Faithful Wife till it 
please the Lord by Death to separate us. 

"And the said William Darragh and Lydia' 
as a further Confirmation thereof did then and 
there to these Presents set their Hands, as Hus- 
band and Wife. 

"And We, whose Names are hereunto subscribed, being present, 
among others, at the solemnizing of their said Marriage and Subscrip- 
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tion in Manner aforesaid, as Witnesses hereunto, have to these presents 
subscribed our Names, the Day and Year above written. 



Lute Kelly 
Jno Hutchison 
Chris Andrews 
Veve fforster 



Jno Gough 



Peter Judd 
Rob' Unthank 
Will Darragh 
Dan 1 Bewley 
Sam 1 Carleton 
Richard North 
Jonathan Carleton 
Joseph Thompson 
James Johnston 
Eleazor Sheldon 
Garrett Hassen 
Sam 1 Sandwith 
Aaron Atkinson 
Jo 8 Williamson 
Samuel Neale 
Joseph Toucey 
Peter Toucey 
Robert Atkinson 
Sam 1 Judd 

[Note.— Marriage certificate in the possession of Miss Margaret W. Janvier, New 
Castle, Delaware.] 



Isabella Middleton 
Abagail Jaffries 
Anne Penrose 
Hannah Unthank 
Elizabeth Godwin 
Jane Godwin 
Sarah Slater 
Elizabeth Bicum 
Hannah Middleton 
Isabella Sandwith 
Hannah Asticlyn 
Elizabeth Hardas 
Hannah Godwin 
Eliz Puller 
Mary Rooke 



Jno Barrington 
Prances Biker 
Elizabeth Webster 
Tho s Simmons 
Susanna Webster 
Anna Barrington 
Susanna Bales 
Alex 1 Barrington 
Hannah Lapham 
Mary Lapham 
Elizabeth Wyly 
Ben Greenwood 
Robt Greenwood" 



After the death of her husband 1 she purchased, on April 
22, 1786, the property on the west side of Second Street, 
between Market and Chestnut Streets, 2 where she kept a 
store, resided, 3 and died on December 28, 1789, in her sixty- 
first year, and was buried at the southeast corner of Fourth 
and Arch Streets. 4 The inventory of her estate amounted 
to £1628 17s. M. 



1 William Darragh died June 8, 1783, aged sixty-four years. — Eecord 
of Friends' Monthly Meeting, Philadelphia. 

2 Deed Book EF, No. 7, p. 444, Philadelphia. 

3 Will heretofore referred to. 

4 " Thou mayest inter Lydia Darragh in Friends' Burial Ground, aged 
about 61 years. 

"David Bacon. 
"John Drinker. 

"12 mo 80. 1789. 

" To Joseph Kite." 

" The above is a copy of the order of interment of Lydia Darragh, 
taken from the records in the custody of the Monthly Meeting of Friends 
of Philadelphia, held at Fourth and Arch Streets. 

" The burial ground referred to is on this property. 

" Geo. J. Scattergood. 

"12 mo. 1, 1S98." 
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Her connection with the Monthly Meeting of Friends of 
Philadelphia is shown by the following communication : 

"Heney Daeeach: 

" Esteemed Fbiend, — In reply to thy inquiry I enclose herewith a 
copy of the order of interment of Lydia Darragh taken from our rec- 
ords. In examining the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Friends of 
Philadelphia, now held at Fourth and Arch Streets, of which she was a 
member, I find that she ceased to be a member in 1783, the cause of 
which is thus set forth in a minute of the meeting held Eighth month 
29, 1783 : ' Lydia Darragh having been frequently visited and tenderly 
treated with for neglecting to attend our religious meetings, which 
advice and care of Friends she appears to reject, we are therefore under 
the necessity of testifying our disunity with such misconduct, and that 
we do not esteem the said Lydia Darragh as continuing to hold a right 
of membership among us.' 

"Thy friend, 

"Geo. J. Scatteegood. 

" 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 12 mo. 1, 1898." 

In the will of Lydia Darragh, among other children, she 
mentions her son " Charles," to whom reference is made 
as being in the army, " Ensign in Second Penna Feby 1777 
and 1st Lieut retired 1 July 1778. 1 " Additional reference 
as follows : 

" Charles Darragh is thus referred to in a minute of the Monthly Mtg 
of Friends of Phila held 3 mo. 30, 1781. It may be explained that com- 
plaints against individual members are first presented to the Preparative 
Mtg, which the person complained of may attend and give explanations, 
&c. 

" ' By a minute from the Preparative Meeting it appears that Charles 
Daragh, having been reputed a member of our Eeligious Society has 
been treated with for engaging in military employments, and not ap- 
pearing convinced of the rectitude of our Christian testimony against 
war, it was agreed to lay his case before this meeting, which being con- 
sidered, the clerk is desired to prepare a minute suitable thereto, and 
produce it next month.' 

" At the mtg held 4 mo. 27, 1781, the following minute was adopted. 

" ' Charles Daragh of this city, having been reputed a member, has 
been treated with for engaging in matters of a warlike nature, but dis- 
claiming a right among us, the meeting judges it expedient to testify 

1 "Pennsylvania in the Eevolution," Vol. I. p. 408. 
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that we do not esteem him as a member of our Society, and are 

appointed to deliver him a copy of this minute.' 

"6 mo. 29, 1781. 'The meeting was informed that a copy of the min- 
ute respecting the right of membership of Charles Daragh has been 
delivered to him and that he acquiesced therewith.' 

" Geo. J. Scattergood." 

CHILDEEN OF LYDIA DAEBAGH. 

I. Mary, b. 1754; d. 1759. 
II. Charles, b. Nov. 18, 1755 ; d. June 5, 1801. Not known to have 
married. 

III. Ann, b. Aug. 12, 1757 ; d. Aug. 17, 1840. No issue. 

Married Jan. 27, 1781, James Darrah ; died June 20, 1781. 
Married Jan. 13, 1792, Clement Hall ; died May 10, 1792. 
Married Dec. 31, 1798, Edward Hall ; d. Apr. 1, 1814, in 74th 
year. 

IV. William, b. 1758 ; d. in infancy. 
V. Lydia, ; d. in infancy. 

VI. Mary, ; d. in infancy. 

VII. John, b. Dec. 5, 1763 ; d. July 23, 1821 or 1822 ; m. Feb. 7, 1787, 
Margaret Stewart Porter, b. Dec. 2, 1769; d. May 10, 1841. 
Issue, viz. : 

i. Lydia Barrington Darragh, b. Dec. 17, 1787 ; d. Jan. 10, 
1834; m. James Short; issue one child, Alexander Darragh 
Short, b. 1810 ; d. June 9, 1834; m. 1831 or 1832 Anna Jamima 
Naudain, b. 1811 ; d, 1872 ; issue one child, James Hall Short, b. 
March 23, 1834 ; d. March 12, 1897 ; m. Nov. 4, 1858, Martha 
Ellen Humphreys, b. Oct. 13, 1833 ; d. Nov., 1896 ; issue 9 chil- 
dren, viz. : (1) Alexander Darragh Short, m. Clara B. Simons, 
issue 4 children ; (2) William C. Short, m. Anna B. Foraker, 
issue 5 children; (3) Ann Jamima Short; (4) Emma Naudain 
Short; (5) Martha E. Short; (6) Leah K. Short; (7) Lydia 
Barrington Darragh Short; (8) Thomas Enos Short; (9) Estella 
Short. 

ii. Alexander Porter Darragh, b. Aug. 26, 1789; Purser 
U. S. Navy ; died at sea Jan. 9, 1831, buried at Gibraltar ; 
m. Sept., 1823, Eliza Tucker Armistead (dau. Theodoric and 

Armistead, Norfolk, Va.) ; d. Nov. 26, 1826 ; issue 2 

children, (1) Margaret Porter Darragh, b. Sept. 26, 1824; m. 
April 2, 1842, Dr. Thomas Newton, Norfolk, Va. ; issue three 
children, Eliza T. Newton, Sally Newton, Berkley Newton, d. 
1848; (2) Martha Julian Darragh, b. Nov. 9, 1825; d. Nov., 
1825. 

iii. Ann Darragh, 6. Dec. 5, 1791 ; d. June 24, 1866. 

iv. John Darragh, b. Dec. 26, 1793 ; d. Dec. 29, 1793. 
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v. Margaret Stewart Darragh, b. Dec. 28, 1795 ; d. June 26, 
1849. 

vi. Susannah Darragh, b. Jan. 14, 1798 ; d. Jan. 21, 1880. 

vii. Eliza Darragh, b. July 16, 1800; d. July 19, 1801. 

viii. Eliza Darragh, b. April 24, 1802; d. July 26, 1885; 
m. Sept. 8, 1836, John Janvier, d. May 29, 1890, age 81 years, 
10 months, 16 days ; issue two children, Julian D. Janvier and 
Margaret W. Janvier. 
VIII. William, b. July 23, 1766; d. Dec. 11, 1790. 
IX. Susannah, b. Dec. 19, 1768 ; d. Sept. 18, 1792. 

Note.— Copies from Bible records furnished by Mr. Julian D. Janvier, New Castle, 
Delaware, and Miss L, B. D. Short, Baltimore, Maryland. 



